Let us now turn'to the terrible plague of Moscow, where it appears that after all separation of the sick from the healthy had been practised, and burning of clothes and moveables had been effected, yet did the disease break out in fury after a cessation of three months, and ceased not until the people had risen in insurrection against all restrictions, and given the freest scope to the disease. Surely, it ought, then, according to all the laws of progression, to have infected the whole empire, and through its fomites have implanted the disease in perpetuo: but no! it straightway went out, and has never been heard of since. I am not pretending to deny the existence of contagion in the disease ; I only wish to show the impotence of quarantine, when moral and atmospherical agencies lend their aid to its spread. Keep it out if you can.
At Malta it has been shown that you could not; but divest your precautions of much of the absurdity with which they are clothed, in regard to merchandize of every kind ; for it must be impossible that anything can communicate the disease, which has not been long in intimate contact with the bodies of the sick.
It must, moreover, be of soft absorbing texture, for no hard substance can ever retain the foinites of contagion, through which alone could it be carried from one place to another; but even this danger may now be considered as visionary?for amidst the thousands and tens of thousands of vessels that, during the last 150 years, have imported their cargoes into our lazarettoes, there is not a single instance of infection having been communicated to any of the officials. 
